
 

 

 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Exporters’ Textile Advisory Committee 
April 23, 2008, 1:00P.M 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
The Ronald Reagan Building 

Washington, D.C. 
 

INDUSTRY AND TRADE PRESS REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Michael Harris               Faribault Mills 
Richard Williams                                                       Williams Company 
Sara Ormand                                                              AMTAC 
Steve Lamar                                                               AAFA 
John Bernards                                                             IASC 
Dennis Doran                                                              Pharr Yarns Trading Company 
Jean Lineburger                                                          USIFI 
Wanda Ellis                                                                 AFA 
Jim Jenkins                                                                 Interface Fabrics 
Teri Ketchens                                                              Terilyn K 
Cynthia Johnson                                                         Atlanta Fashion Incubator 
Jack Jay                                                                      IBS 
Tara Chapman                                                            King & Spalding 
Erica Nelson                                                               Inside US Trade 
Stanley Fradin                                                            Rockland Mills 
Werner Bieri                                                               Buhler Yarns 
 
 
 
 

U.S. GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES 
 

R. Matthew Priest               Office of Textiles and Apparel 
Janet Heinzen                                                          Office of Textiles and Apparel 
Lawrence J. Brill       Office of Textiles and Apparel   
Kim Bang-Nguyen       Office of Textiles and Apparel   
Mary-Lynn Landgraf                                                    Office of Textiles and Apparel 
Linda Martinich                                                            Office of Textiles and Apparel 
Pamela Kirkland                                                           Office of Textiles and Apparel 
Maria D’Andrea                                                            Office of Textiles and Apparel 
Sergio Botero                                                                Office of Textiles and Apparel 
Mary Ann West                                                             Office of Textiles and Apparel 
Amanda Douglas                                                           Office of Textiles and Apparel 
 



 

 

Mr. Matt Priest, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Textiles and Apparel, and Chairman of the 
Exporters’ Textile Advisory Committee (ETAC), convened the meeting at 1:20 PM at the U.S. 
Trade Information Center located in the Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, D.C. 
 
Mr. Priest welcomed attendees, and gave a brief introduction to the functions of the ETAC 
Committee. Mr. Priest introduced Mr. Don Wright of the Office of the European Union (ITA). 
Mr. Wright updated members and guests on the implementation of the EU Registration, 
Evaluation, Authorization, and Restriction of Chemical substances (REACH) regulations. 
REACH requires all producers and importers of chemicals, and products containing chemicals, 
into the EU member countries to pre-register their chemical substances imported or 
manufactured over one ton with the European Chemical Agency (ECHA) in Helsinki, Finland 
between June 1, 2008 and December 1, 2008, prior to implementation of the program on January 
1, 2009.  Failure to adhere to the REACH regulations and requirements may result in import 
sanctions for products that are not properly registered, or that contain chemical substances in 
violation of the regulations. A multi-year registration process will begin after that for the 
substances depending on the amount produced or imported and their possible toxicity. Mr. 
Wright noted three major concerns raised by U.S. industry: 1) the regulations require companies 
to have an EU representative in place to register chemicals, since the regulations say that only 
EU manufacturers, importers, and EU-based representatives of non-EU manufacturers can 
register chemicals; 2) the so called candidate list, whereby the European Commission will 
compile a list of priority substances in need of immediate examination for possible restriction, 
which could result in EU member states making this a “black list” to block certain U.S. imports 
that use chemicals that are not used in the EU; and 3)  the power given to member states for 
enforcement of REACH. 
 
Some attendees expressed concerns about the process and enforcement. Mr. Fradin asked “who 
is going to police the police” so that the regulations do not become thinly veiled protectionist 
measures? Mr. Jay raised concerns regarding the transparency of the testing protocol and number 
and location of approved testing labs. He and others believe that U.S. companies will be at a 
competitive disadvantage if they are required to use certain designated labs in the EU as opposed 
to qualified U.S. labs. Mr. Jay also stated that the EU should let industry develop the regulations 
and testing protocols, and not governments who lack experience on the use of chemicals in 
products. Some attendees also raised concerns regarding business confidentiality of the 
registration process as stated above. 
 
Mr. Wright noted the concerns of U.S. industry regarding the registration process that may result 
in the unauthorized disclosure of chemical and other patents. The EU has assured industry that 
appropriate and effective protection measures will be implemented.  Mr. Wright asked industry 
to inform him about their concerns and problems. The USDOC will act as an advocate for our 
manufacturers and exporters regarding issues connected with the registration process. 
 
DAS Priest provided updates and guidance on U.S. exports and trade policy. Mr. Priest noted 
that U.S. exports have increased 21% over the past year, and now represents 12.3% of the GDP. 
He added that Canada, Mexico and China account for the bulk of U.S. exports.  
 



 

 

Mr. Priest then introduced Kim-Bang Nguyen as the new OTEXA Director of Strategic Business 
Alliances, and described her duties and responsibilities regarding business liaison and supply 
chain issues. DAS Priest also informed the  attendees about the OTEXA reorganization and also 
introduced Janet Heinzen as the new OTEXA Office Director,  Maria D’ Andrea as the Team 
Leader for the Eastern Hemisphere, and Sergio Botero as the new Team Leader for the Western 
Hemisphere. 
 
Mr. Priest then updated the attendees on the Vietnam Monitoring Agreement and the recent 
CITA decision to impose a safeguard on imports of Honduran cotton socks at 5% duty from July 
1, 2008 until December 31, 2008. He added that this is the first time we have imposed a 
safeguard action on an FTA partner. The decision was made only after serious deliberation and 
evaluation on the sharp growth of Honduran socks exports to the U.S. and its adverse impact on 
our domestic hosiery industry, in accordance with the Safeguard provision of the Dominican 
Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement. 
 
Mr.Bieri commented that this decision represents a dangerous precedent for our FTA partners. 
Mr. Jay added that these tariff increases, no matter the reason or justification, never seem to go 
away 
 
Mr. Priest reported on the Textile and Apparel- Americas Competitive Forum sponsored by the 
AAFA and OTEXA held in Miami on April 7, 2008. Commerce Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez 
spoke at this very successful event, which was very well attended. A textile and Apparel 
breakout session is planned for the American Competitiveness Forum scheduled for August 17-
19, 2008 in Atlanta. 
 
DAS Priest discussed his recent trip to Hong Kong, Macau, and Vietnam and the export 
opportunities for U.S. textile companies, particularly in Macau as a result of the casino 
development. He believes that opportunities exist in Hong Kong, Macau, and other southern 
China markets for U.S. exporters of hospitality textiles due the expected growth in hotels and 
other tourist facilities in those areas.  
 
Mr. Priest introduced Amanda Douglas of OTEXA to brief members and guests on China’s 
Second-Tier Markets and the export opportunities for U.S. textile producers. Ms. Douglas 
pointed out that these markets are growing faster than other Chinese cities and are often 
overlooked by many U.S. exporters. The market size and populations in these markets especially, 
for the rising middle class, is very significant and should be studied by U.S exporters. Cities in 
these second-tier markets include cities such as Nanjing, Shenzhen, Chongqing, and Xian, for a 
total of 16 markets. For example, the city of Chongqing has a population of over 38 million 
people. Ms. Douglas also pointed out that textile sector exports to China are growing at 
approximately 7.6% per year; Chinese consumers want authentic “made in the USA” products 
reflective of U.S. culture; and that such consumers perceive that U.S. products are of high quality 
and are safe. 
 
Products showing the most growth include: medical textiles; home furnishings; automobiles and 
parts; travel and tourism; and health and beauty products.  
 



 

 

Mr. Fradin said that his company has had great success in China, and that the price differential 
between U.S. and Chinese products is narrowing due to the appreciation of the Chinese Yuan 
against the U.S.dollar. Mr. Jay pointed out that Chinese buyers are already in the U.S. He added 
that IPR considerations are critical for U.S.  Proper registration in China is critical to prevent 
and/or minimize patent and trademark infringement. 
 
DAS Priest introduced Mary-Lynn Landgraf to discuss the results of last year’s technical textile 
trade mission to the middle east sponsored by the U.S. Industrial Fabrics Institute (USIFI).The 
mission took place October 18-November 1, 2007 and visited Oman, Jordan; Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates; and Kuwait City, Kuwait. Ms. Landgraf discussed mission 
logistics and market development. The mission members found that the region continues to be a 
growing market for technical textiles, and that the current building boom is expected to continue. 
Ms. Landgraf stressed that successful exporters must understand and embrace the local culture, 
need to build lasting relationships, and need to travel to the market and to communicate with 
customers frequently. 
 
During the members question and answer session, additional markets for consideration were 
identified including: Panama for hospitality products and medical textiles; southern Africa for 
plus size clothing, housing, and filtration textiles; and Chile because of the FTA now in place. 
 
Mr. Harris commented that OTEXA needs additional resources to allow small and medium sized 
companies to compete with other countries. Ms.Ellis commented that international trade shows 
are becoming increasingly expensive and preventing many small companies from increasing 
their export promotion efforts. 
 
Some members expressed an interest in receiving an OTEXA ETAC newsletter with timely 
market intelligence so that they will be able to take advantage of current opportunities. OTEXA 
will look into this possibility and provide feedback to the members. 
 
Mr. Doran commented on the high cost of freight forwarding due to increased fuel costs and its’ 
impact on his ability to remain competitive internationally. Mr. Doran also commented on the 
lack of available containers that adversely impacts his (and other exporter’s) ability to ship 
product. His overseas competitors are pricing in dollars and are thus able to take advantage of the 
relative weakness of the dollar. 
 
One member suggested that we publish biographies of ETAC members to facilitate networking 
opportunities among members. 
 
Finally, Lawrence Brill discussed the problems on promptly obtaining security clearances for 
prospective members. He briefed the members on a new web-based system managed by the 
Office of Personal Management (OPM). All security clearances are now being processed through 
the Electronic Questionnaires for Investigations Processing (e-QIP). Prospective members will 
be given instructions on how to obtain their required clearances. This should minimize the time 
delays due to misplaced paper and files. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:05 PM. 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
___________________                                                               ___________________ 
R. Matthew Priest                                                                        
Deputy Assistant Secretary for                               Lawrence J. Brill   
Textiles and Apparel Commerce Recorder and DFO 
              


